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Newsletter: 30th June 2017 

We have had an exciting two weeks at Parkwood Academy, with trips, sporting events, the  

Summer Inflatables Day and a Bollywood—themed day.  

Over this term we have also launched Growth Mindset with our children and staff, and are keen 

to share some information with you about this so that you can support your children with    

using this positive language at home.   

Growth Mindset 
Growth Mindset – an introduction!             
Growth Mindset is a concept which was developed by Carol Dweck, a professor of               

psychology. It is believed that a person’s abilities and intelligence can be developed through 

practice, hard work, dedication and motivation. Children with a growth mindset are more likely 

to: 

 Learn from their mistakes                                                    

 Be motivated and succeed 

 Put in more effort 

 Take challenges head on 

 Take risks 

 Seek feedback 

 Learn faster and more 

These are some of the thing that people with a growth   

mindset may say: 

 I never give up  

 I like my work to be difficult – it means I am learning  

 I love challenges  

 I want people to praise me for the effort I put into my 

work  

 I believe I can get more intelligent by working hard  

 I feel clever when I’m learning something new  

    I learn from my mistakes  

In the new academic year we will be running a parent session on Growth Mindset to explain it 

further and how you can support your children. 

 

We are kind and caring,    We respect others,    We are sensible,  
We include everyone,   We look after school property,   We listen carefully. 

Head lice 
 

We have had a number of parents that have expressed their concerns in relation to their children catching 

head lice. As a school we appreciate just how frustrating it can be and, while it is an unfortunate but normal 

part of primary school life, we want to    support parents as much as we can. We are in the process of put-

ting together a leaflet for parents to give some further information, prevention and treatment advice.; this 

will be handed out to children to take home next week. For the new academic year, we will also be asking 

a school nurse to offer a parent workshop to ensure that parents have all of the facts they need to treat 

their child as effectively as possible. 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ableheatingandcooling.com/Able/envelope%25201.png&imgrefurl=http://www.ableheatingandcooling.com/ductlessheatpumps.py&h=385&w=600&sz=24&tbnid=at5A10p0A9RiqM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=120&zoom=1&usg=__PZAxVyRBHM8_FRNUe


 

We are kind and caring,    We respect others,    We are sensible,  
We include everyone,   We look after school property,   We listen carefully. 

Nursery 

In Nursery, we are starting to learn about where our food comes 

from. We have found lots of pods on our bean plant, but no         

tomatoes yet on our tomato plants. We have been eating 

healthy food, such as home grown cucumber, peppers and    

sugar snap peas. The oldest children enjoyed helping to prepare 

Indian food and we will all soon be making fruit kebabs. 
 
 

Reception 

Last week we were extremely happy to finally win Geoffrey the giraffe, well done everyone 

for super attendance, let's see if we can win again before the summer holidays. We also 

went on our trip to Tropical Wings. We had lots of fun seeing all the different animals and, 

because of the children's outstanding behaviour, everyone got star of the week.  

This week Maria the mermaid needed our help as she had become trapped in the blue   

lagoon. The children have been busy making maps, messages in bottles and writing clues to 

help save her. 

A huge THANK YOU to the parents who gave up their time to come on our school trip. 

Bollywood DayBollywood DayBollywood Day   
The children, in all year groups, had 

a great opportunity to learn a     

Bollywood dance and perform in 

front of parents and other children. 

Throughout the course of the day,     

children also got the opportunity to 

participate in some   traditional In-

dian cooking. They all had a fan-

tastic time and enjoyed learning 

about a different 

culture and trying 

new things.  

A HUGE thank you 

to all  

parents who 

were able to 

come along 

and support 

the children at 

the end of the 

day! 



 

We are kind and caring,    We respect others,    We are sensible,  
We include everyone,   We look after school property,   We listen carefully. 

Year 1 

In Year One these last few weeks we have been  

continuing to observe and record changes to 

our beanstalks. Some of them are growing very 

tall, so tall we have had to rehouse them around 

the school! They are looking very healthy, which 

is all down to the children taking such good care 

of them.  

Hopefully some of you will have noticed the   

children displaying some interesting balances or 

breathing techniques recently at home? If you have, this is due to our recent         

introduction of Yoga to our PE this term. Yoga is renowned to not only be a great 

form of exercise by enhancing flexibility, strength and  coordination, but is thought to 

bring a sense of calmness to young children. This can help with concentration,       

relaxation, imagination and stress reduction, to name but a few. The children have 

been really engaging with it and looking forward to their sessions. It is also reported 

to help them sleep well at night, so fingers crossed!  

Year 2 

Year Two have had an exciting week reporting as      

journalists on the Apollo 11 moon landing! They have 

been researching and organising their information 

ready for final publication next week! In maths, they 

have enjoyed applying a range of skills to different 

maths games and even began making their own 

maths games! Alongside this, it's been another sporty 

couple of weeks in Year Two, with some success as 

the basketball squad came second in a tournament, 

and the dance squad are also rehearsing lots for 

their upcoming show at the Civic Theatre on       

Tuesday! 

Year 3 
Year Three have been having an exciting week learning and performing poetry. 

They have developed their poetic skills and have been writing their own fantastic 

poetic verses. In maths the class have been learning how to calculate the inverse for 

addition and subtraction and they have met this challenge very well, using their 

growth mindset ideas to support them to persevere! 

Year Three also very much enjoyed the dance and cooking workshop this week and 

performed what they had learnt confidently in front of parents.  



Year 6 
Year Six have had a great week! They absolutely 

loved the Bollywood dancing and thoroughly 

enjoyed cooking the Indian recipes. They really 

do love performing and I'm  really looking       

forward to everyone  watching their production! 

They have worked hard to learn their lines, they 

have been practising their expressive faces and 

body language and they are making sure they 

perform whilst singing. Their last song gives me 

goose bumps and I'm sure that there will be a 

few tears from parents when they hear it too. At 

the     moment, we are talking about having a 

growth mindset in all aspects of school life; Year 

Six have been demonstrating this when solving 

maths problems and researching facts in        

science about plant adaptations in different   

biomes, which is great to see. Over the next 

three weeks, Year Six will be carrying out science 

experiments, they will be developing their drawing skills in art and they will be visiting their new    

secondary schools. Some have been already and said how amazing and exciting it was. Lastly I'd 

like to say thank you and well done to the Year Six children who are taking part in the dance show 

next Tuesday. They have    given up their break and lunch time to rehearse and have always come 

prepared with new dance moves. It's a great dance and they're looking forward to performing it 

on sports day.  

Year 4 

Year Four have been working hard on their growth mindet ideas over the past two weeks and 

have been using the key phrases to help support them to try their best in all that they do. We have 

also been reading a fantastic text, Mouse Bird Snake Wolf by David Almond, illustrated by Dave 

McKean, that the children have then been using to create their own pieces of writing. The class 

have all worked so hard and have been showing what excellent learners they are. In maths, the 

children have also been tackling equivalent fractions, which they have found tricky but have risen 

to the challenge. The children also really enjoyed their Bollywood experience and had an           

excellent time cooking chapattis and learning the dance. 

Year 5 
Year Five have had an excellent two weeks of learning. 

Last week, they really enjoyed going to Hylands School 

to experience life at secondary school, where they  

completed a number of activities throughout the day. 

We have completed a science experiment and write 

up, where the children rose to the challenge of having 

to investigate boiling and freezing points, evaporation 

and condensation; they had to predict and analyse the     

results—well done Year five! We have also been      

learning a suspense story and have acted it out in our 

Talk for Writing style.  Next week, we are going to be 

writing our own suspense   horror story. In maths Year five have been working very hard and have 

been very successful learning about  area and perimeter, using their reasoning and problem     

solving skills. 



 

 

 

Certificates 

Reader of the Week 
Jessica P, Tyryse C, Tony C, Katie H, 

Meera S, Lily B, Bradley W 

 

Writer of the Week 
Bob G, James G, Yasmin C,  

Mercedes W, Kagan T, Lucas H,  

Sarah B, Frankie M, Tommy L, 

Grace B, Marley C, Mia H, Liam S 

 

Maths Award of the Week 
Evie S, Zac G, Edward C, Kai G,  

Jayden D, Piper J-R, Leiyton-Jay R, 

Manaal I, Corey T, Harry C,  

Charlie T, Katie F 

 

Friendship Frog 
Thomas 

 

Star of the 
Week 

 

 

 
All of Reception class, Brooke R, Alfie M, 

Precious H, Freddie P-T, Keeley L,  
Ryan-Lee G, Telemacos G, Brooke R, 

Yasmin C, Mercedes W, Sinead C,  
Edward B,  Nathan B 

 

Well Done!! 
Stars will attend a special free school 

lunch on the Monday after the  
certificates have been awarded.   
The children will have an adult  

sitting with them. 
 

Dates for your diary 

       Thurs 6th July Swimming - Year 6 
       Fri 7th July  Sports Day 1:15pm 
       Thurs 13th July Swimming - Year 6 (last session) 
       Fri 14th July Year 6 Prom 
       Tues 18th July Year 6 Production 
       Thurs 20th July Year 6 Awards Evening 
       Fri 21st July Last day of term (finish at 1:30pm)   
       Mon 4th Sept Children return to school      
Every Wednesday 8:15am parents are welcome to attend our open    
library with their children. Refreshments are provided. 

Menu  
Week beginning 3/7/17—Menu week 2 

Week beginning 10/7/17—Menu week 3 

Some desserts have swapped days. Please see the website. 

Well done to these classes  
for best attendance of the week . 

 
Week ending 9/6/17 Year 2 with 98.4% 

Week ending 16/6/17 Year 5 with 95.71% 

West Ham United Takeover Day 
Thursday 6th July 

On Thursday children will be taking part in sporting activities 
throughout the day.  

We have also decided to take part in a ’Skipathon’ for the British 
Heart Foundation, which will mean that everyone will skip around 
the field/playground to raise money. Can your child please bring a 

donation on this day for this very worthwhile cause.   

Sports Day 
Friday 7th July @ 1:15pm 

This will be a fun afternoon for the children to take part 
in a variety of sporting challenges. Parents are welcome 

to come along and watch their children in action.  
PLEASE ENSURE CHILDREN HAVE PE KIT AND TRAINERS 

FOR BOTH DAYS 

Parentmail 
Thank you to everybody that has signed up to ParentMail for their online payments. If you have 

any problems using the new system please do come and speak to us. 

As well as making payments online for school dinners etc., you are able to book your nursery 

lunches and extra sessions, order uniform and book teatime club sessions.  Sessions should be 

booked in advance but if paying on the day required, please pay for nursery by 9:00am and 

teatime club by 10:30am as spaces are limited and cannot be guaranteed if booked after that 

time. 

Please sign up to the new system if you have not already done so.  If you haven’t yet received 

the activation email from ParentMail please come to the school office to check we have your 

correct email address. Thank you. 


