Parkwood Academy

Newsletter: 22nd September 2017
OFSTED
The school was inspected under Section 5 (2-day inspection) last week, on 13th & 14th September 2017.
The inspection team consisted of two inspectors, with the lead inspector being an HMI (a very
experienced inspector). I would like to thank every parent/carer who took the time to respond to the
OFSTED survey and applaud how sensible and well behaved the children were. As explained in the
information text, previously sent, the school will not receive an outcome until the report is published.
The process of checks and validation typically takes between 2 -3 weeks after the inspection dates. I will
notify parents/carers as soon as the report is published and ensure that every parent receives a copy, or
is able to access the report online via our website link. School staff are unable to provide any further
information until the report has been published.

‘Meet the Teacher’ at Parkwood Academy (KS1 & KS2)
With a new year started and several new teachers already working so well at Parkwood Academy, we
would like to offer parents/carers the opportunity to come into school and meet their child’s teacher.
This is not a Parents’ Evening or Open Afternoon; simply a nice way of getting together and being able
to have a brief chat with the teachers. Complimentary tea, coffee, juice, cakes and biscuits will be
provided. It will take place on Tuesday, from 08:30 – 09:30, in the school’s main hall. Entry will be via
the main reception doors. Between 08:30 and 08:50, parents can enjoy the refreshments while senior
staff will be on hand to update you with key information and answer any questions. From 08:50 – 09:30,
parents will be able to visit their child’s classroom and meet the teacher, while all the children are in
assembly.
Nursery and reception parents have already had the benefit of meeting the staff and reviewing the
provision, which is why this event is targeted at parents of children in Year 1,2,3,4,5 & 6 only.
We look forward to seeing as many parents/carers as possible. You are welcome to bring siblings with
you. A formal parent’s evening will be scheduled for later on in the term. Thank you.

Parent Consultative Group (PCG)
The school is looking to renew its Parent Consultative Group, which is a panel of parents who meet
termly with the Headteacher and CEO of the Trust, to discuss academic and school improvement
developments at Parkwood Academy, very similar to the role of a parent governor. If you are interested
in becoming a member of the PCG, further information about the role is available on our website. If you
would like to be considered, please complete the tear-off slip and return it to the main office by
Wednesday 27th September. Thank you.

We are kind and caring, We respect others, We are sensible,
We include everyone, We look after school property, We listen carefully.

Attendance
The year has started extremely well, with our average attendance rising to 97% for
the first two weeks – well done to parents/carers for trying so hard to ensure your
children come into school every day. The earlier start time has had no impact on
late arrivals, which are also down on last year. I realise that the earlier start and the
Friday half day were key changes at the end of last year and we want to thank
everyone for their support.
Minibus
The minibus has been out every morning, supporting pupils who have experienced
difficulties with their attendance, which is also ensuring that as many of our
children attend Parkwood Academy every day. However, the minibus is not only
available to support attendance. The school will be investigating expanding the
fleet after school sports and inter-school tournaments this year, both locally and
across the four Trust schools. Once established, the minibus will be used to transport
school teams to and from sports events, negating the need for parents to have to
drive.

Reception
Reception have settled in amazingly well to the new year
and are already showing us their talents! We have been
learning our phonics and have even been to the moon
during our child –led and literacy time! The children are
very much enjoying their new environment and their new
friends. Reception are also enjoying their Outdoor
Adventure time, where they are using a mud kitchen to
make mud sculptures, and are using a hammock in their activities.

Year One
The children have all settled really well into their
new classroom and year group. In English we have
been learning the story of Goldilocks and the Three
Bears, and then making up our own stories! In
Maths, we have been doing lots of number work
and counting, using vocabulary such as ‘more
than’, ‘less than’ and ‘equal to’. We have also
been busy learning to tell the time!
We have been learning about the seasons, and
the children have produced lovely paintings of what the trees look like in every
season. We have also been on a nature walk to look for signs of Autumn, and they
have made their own weather diaries. We have also been learning about what it
means to have a Growth Mindset. The children have been discussing what they are
good at already, and what they would like to get better at this year!
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Year Two
In Year Two we have
been writing our own
versions of the three little
pigs which we are very
excited to share with
people! In maths we've
been explaining our
understanding of place
value and are moving onto learning about addition and subtraction! Our theme is 'who
lives in a house like this?' We have been learning about minibeast habitats and doing
observational drawings.

Year Three
Year Three have been using story maps and acting to retell
the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. We imagined our own
scene from the story, pretending the giant caught Jack and
acted out the conversation in partners. We have then been
using what we have learnt to plan and write our very own
fairy tale. We have also enjoyed becoming 'Rock Detectives'
and learning about different types of rocks and the Stone
Age! In Maths we have looked carefully at 3-digit numbers,
ordering them all the way up to 1000. We have had a very
positive start to the year.

Year Four
Year Four really enjoyed their art lesson this week. We learnt
how to draw two different types of leaves. It was really tricky
getting the correct shapes and details, however they
persevered and showed some wonderful growth mindsetthinking to produce their sketched leaves. These are not yet
complete though, they still have to mix and blend autumnal
colours to colour in their leaves and add more detail to their
artwork. They are really proud of their pieces of art. Well done Year Four!!

Thought for the week:
“Yesterday is history. Tomorrow is a mystery. Today is a gift. That’s
why we call it ‘The Present’.” – Eleanor Roosevelt
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Year Five
Year Five have had a fantastic start to the academic
year! We have been learning all about Space and our
solar system for our topic work and we're working hard
to write our own Sci Fi stories in English. We have some
amazing Mathematicians in our year group and
we've been demonstrating how we can identify the
value of digits within a number, how to convert Arabic
numerals to Roman numerals as well as counting
forwards and backwards through zero. In Year Five we understand how important it is to
keep safe online, we've created 'safe' passwords to use and have discussed what it
means to be a good digital citizen and how to also stay safe in our online communities.
Year Five have also begun cheerleading last week as part of their PE lessons.

Year Six
Year Six have made a great start to life at
the top of the school. They are currently
showing a great learning attitude and
are fully embracing the challenge of the
Year Six curriculum. Our theme this half
term is World War II, which the children
are loving, and the new information that
they have learnt is inspiring their writing. In
art we have been using work from Henry Moore as a stimulus to
develop our sketching skills. We have also been experimenting
with water colours when painting an autumnal scene. Look out for
pictures of our whole school autumn display soon.

Nursery
Nursery have had a fantastic start and have settled in well
to the new year. The children are already working hard
learning numbers and letter sounds, as well as having PE
lessons and child-focused opportunities. A great start
Nursery, well done!

Friends of Parkwood Academy

FAMILY BINGO NIGHT - 6TH OCTOBER 2017
Doors open at 6:30pm. Refreshments Available.

Macmillan Coffee Morning - Friday 29th September
2017 - 8:30am to 9:30am - more details to follow.

School Council
This week we have assigned our new school council representatives for this term and
they have already had a meeting to discuss topic school issues and ideas. To be elected, the
children had to prepare a short speech and talk about why they would be a good class
councillor. The elected members are:
Year 1 - Riley and Ayla, Year 2 - Tegan and Paul, Year 3 - Connor and Molly,
Year 4 - Meera and Shafwan, Year 5 - Grace and Rushi, Year 6 - Thomas and Lili.
Well done to the team for this term!

Star of the
Week

Dates for your diary
Friday 29th September - Macmillan Coffee Morning Event
Tuesday 10th October - Flu Immunisation (Reception-Year 6)
Thursday 12th October - Year 5 London Science Museum

Tommy R, Daisy J, Scarlet L,
Tommy L, Natasha T, Mia T, Ryan
C, Blu I, Ella F

Well Done!!
Stars will attend a special free school
lunch on the Monday after the
certificates have been awarded.
The children will have an adult
sitting with them.

Certificates
Reader of the Week
Finnly T, Moqadas F, Ronnie R,
Lily B, Nayeemur R, Katie H,
Stella D, Ruby R, Alice C

Writer of the Week
Summer H, Manaal I, Avni L,
Joshua M, Steven T, Harry B,
Tyryse C, Sashi L, Lili O

Maths Award of the Week
Raven G, Paul Z, Alfie M, Connor T, Corey T, Lucas H, Katie P,
Crina U, Gracie E, Michael A,
Samantha F

Trip
Wednesday 1st November - Individual photos (All years)
Tuesday 3rd November - School Disco (Times to be con-

Reminders from the Office
Please bring in medical evidence for all doctors/
hospital/dentist appointments as the school need to see
these prior to the appointment.
Flu immunisation date is 10 October 2017 (AM). All
forms must be completed, signed and returned as a
matter of urgency please.
Please remember to book on ParentMail for Nursery
lunch and sessions by 9:00am on the day, and for
Teatime Club by 12:00pm, so that we can be prepared
for child numbers.
There have been reported cases of nits in the school.
Please check and treat your children as required, thank
you.
Well done to these classes
for best attendance of the week .
Week ending 8/9/17 Year 4 with 99.1%
Week ending 15/9/17 Year 3 with 99.17%

Menu
Week beginning 25/9/17—Menu week 1
Week beginning 2/10/17—Menu week 2

